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The world business organization


ICC message to the members of the 

Board of Directors of ICANN

As you may know, ICC is the world business organization. Founded in 1919, it represents today thousands of member companies and associations, both large and small, from over 130 countries and from almost all business sectors.  ICC has been actively involved in developing global initiatives to facilitate electronic commerce, and its International Court of Arbitration is currently studying the application of its long-established alternative resolution procedures in this field.

ICC would like to offer its support of ICANN and the outreach efforts that the Initial Board has undertaken. ICC believes that ICANN has recognized the importance of developing trust among the full range of Internet stakeholders. Consistent with our previous calls for a fair process that is open to and inclusive of all the relevant stakeholders, we would urge that the at-large members of the Initial Board take due account of procedural concerns that have been raised when addressing the procedure for nominating the future at-large Board members. 

ICC believes that we are currently presented with a unique opportunity to ensure the continued stability of the Internet and to sort out complex questions of competition and protection of intellectual property. It is essential to focus on these critical issues with regard to the Internet. We also recognize the need to allow the Initial Board to begin to flesh out the administrative functions of ICANN. ICC has convened an international task force on domain names to address these issues of stability, administration, competition, intellectual property and dispute resolution.  The foundation document for the Task Force has been the ICC "Principles for an electronic commerce-friendly domain name system" which is attached for your review.

The task force has been actively involved in all phases of the process to create a new private sector corporation to administer the domain names system.  ICC has participated in the International Forum for the White Paper (IFWP) meetings, and made presentations and suggested names for the Panel of Experts in the WIPO process. It has also actively participated in the IANA process by commenting on drafts of the bylaws, suggesting candidates for the Initial Board and continues to explore broad-based international fundraising process for the new Corporation. ICC will provide some detailed, broad-based business views on the current ICANN bylaws.

Consistent with our support for ICANN, we would like to offer any assistance that you and the other members of the ICANN Initial Board might require in the difficult task ahead.  In particular, we are keen to assist the members of the Initial Board in acquainting themselves fully with the various commercial, technical, intellectual property and other issues that are of most concern to the business community. 

In addition, ICC would like to stress to the Initial Board the need for a unifying process for the creation of the Domain Name Supporting Organization (DNSO).  Such a process must be inclusive of the diverse range of Internet stakeholder groups in order to ensure a broad range of input and review of the DNSO structure and nomination process.  Only then will there be any likelihood of maximum stakeholder participation and endorsement of the DNSO.  ICC is actively supporting such an initiative to both co-ordinate input from all relevant business representative organizations and work with other key Internet stakeholder groups.  ICC recognizes that certain stakeholder groups have already begun work on proposals and believes that much of this valuable work can be constructively incorporated into a unified process. 

We understand and support the ICANN Initial Board's wish to create the supporting organizations at the earliest possible time.  However, to the extent that the objectives of speed and inclusiveness in the DNSO formation process will prove to be conflicting, we believe that a realistic balance must be struck without compromising the need for an effective, stable and equitable system of Internet governance and domain name administration.  An additional argument for some flexibility with respect to the proposed 15th of December 1998 initial submission date is that WIPO and other research and study initiatives on the practical effects of current Domain Name policies are not expected to produce even preliminary findings within the December 15th time frame. 

We would welcome the opportunity for a small number of ICC representatives to discuss our concerns with you in more detail at an early date.
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