ARTICLE X: GENERIC NAMES SUPPORTING ORGANIZATION
Section 3. GNSO COUNCIL

9. Except as otherwise specified in these Bylaws, Annex A hereto, or the GNSO Operating
Procedures, the default threshold to pass a GNSO Council motion or other voting action requires
a simple majority vote of each House. The voting thresholds described below shall apply to the
following GNSO actions:

a. Create an Issues Report: requires an affirmative vote of more than one-fourth (1/4) vote of
each House or majority of one House,,

b. Initiate a Policy Development Process ("PDP") Within Scope (as described in Annex A):
requires an affirmative vote of more than one-third (1/3),of each House or more than two-thirds

(2/3) of one House.
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c. Initiate a PDP Not Within Scope: requires an affirmative vote of GNSO Supermajority,,
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d. Approve a PDP Team Charter for a PDP Within Scope: requires an affirmative vote of more
than one-third (1/3) of each House or more than two-thirds (2/3) of one House.

e. Approve a PDP Team Charter for a PDP Not Within Scope: requires an affirmative vote of a
GNSO Supermaijority.

f. Changes to an Approved PDP Team Charter: For any PDP Team Charter approved under d. or
e. above, the GNSO Council may approve an amendment to the Charter through a simple
majority vote of each House.

g. Terminate a PDP: Once initiated, and prior to the publication of a Final Report, the GNSO
Council may terminate a PDP only for significant cause, upon a motion that passes with a GNSO
Supermajority Vote in favor of termination.

. Approve a PDP Recommendation Without a GNSO Supermajority: requires an affirmative vote

of a majority of each House and further requires that one GNSO Council member representative
of at least 3 of the 4 Stakeholder Groups supports the Recommendation,,

J- Approve a PDP Recommendation With a GNSO Supermajority: requires an affirmative vote of

a GNSO Supermajority, ,

J. Approve a PDP Recommendation Imposing New Obligations on Certain Contracting Parties:

where an ICANN contract provision specifies that "a two-thirds vote of the council"
demonstrates the presence of a consensus, the GNSO Supermajority vote threshold will have to
be met or exceeded,

k. Modification of Approved PDP Recommendation: Prior to Final Approval by the ICANN Board,
an Approved PDP Recommendation may be modified or amended by the GNSO Council with a
GNSO Supermajority vote.
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I. A “GNSO Supermajority” shall mean: (a) two-thirds (2/3) of the Council members of each
House, or (b) three-fourths (3/4) of one House and a majority of the other House.”

Annex A: GNSO Policy Development Process

Section 2. Policy Development Process Manual

The GNSO shall maintain a Policy Development Process Manual (PDP Manual)
within the operating procedures of the GNSO maintained by the GNSO Council.
The PDP Manual shall contain specific additional guidance on completion of all
elements of a PDP, including those elements that are not otherwise defined in
these Bylaws. The PDP Manual and any amendments thereto are subject to a,

twenty-one (21) day public comment period at minimum, as well as Board ;
oversight and review, as specified at Article X, Section 3.6.
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Section 4. Creation of an Issue Report

Within forty-five (45) calendar days after receipt of either (i) an instruction from
the Board; (ii) a properly supported motion from the GNSO Council; or (iii) a
properly supported motion from an Advisory Committee, the Staff Manager will
create a report (a "Preliminary Issue Report"). In the event the Staff Manager
determines that more time is necessary to create the Preliminary Issue Report,
the Staff Manager may request an extension of time for completion of the
Preliminary Issue Report.

The following elements should be considered in the Issue Report:

) The proposed issue raised for consideration;

) The identity of the party submitting the request for the Issue Report;

) How that party is affected by the issue, if known;

) Support for the issue to initiate the PDP, if known;

e) The opinion of the ICANN General Counsel regarding whether the issue
proposed for consideration within the Policy Development Process is properly
within the scope of the ICANN's mission, policy process and more specifically the
role of the GNSO as set forth in the Bylaws.

f) The opinion of ICANN Staff as to whether the Council should initiate the PDP
on the issue
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Upon completion of the Preliminary Issue Report, the Preliminary Issue Report
shall be posted on the ICANN website for a public comment period that complies
with the designated practice for public comment periods within ICANN.,

The Staff Manager is responsible for drafting a summary and analysis of the Deleted: . of no less than 30 days

public comments received on the Preliminary Issue Report and producing a Final




Issue Report based upon the comments received. The Staff Manager should
forward the Final Issue Report, along with any summary and analysis of the
public comments received, to the Chair of the GNSO Council for consideration
for initiation of a PDP.

Section 5. Initiation of the PDP
The Council may initiate the PDP as follows:

Board Request: If the Board requested an Issue Report, the Council, within the
timeframe set forth in the PDP Manual, shall initiate a PDP. No vote is required
for such action.

GNSO Council or Advisory Committee Requests: The Council may only initiate
the PDP by a vote of the Council. Initiation of a PDP requires a vote as set forth
in Article X, Section 3, paragraph 9(b) and (c) in favor of initiating the PDP.

Section 6. Reports

An Initial Report should be delivered to the GNSO Council and posted for a

public comment period that complies with the designated practice for public

comment periods within ICANN, which time may be extended in accordance with

the PDP Manual. Following the review of the comments received and, if required, _
additional deliberations, a Final Report shall be produced for transmission to the Deleted: not less than 30 days

Council.




